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Discover the Gandhi within you : 
Prof. Radhakrishnan during Manthan at MCM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To mark the 150th birth anniversary year of the Father of the Nation, Mehr 

Chand Mahajan DAV College for Women organized a national colloquium 

titled Manthan: Explorations into Contemporary Challenges and Gandhian 

Thought. Sponsored by Indian Council of Philosophical Research, the 

colloquium sought to deliberate upon Gandhian thought and to chart out novel 

and practical ways of its application apposite to the present era. Prof. N 

Radhakrishnan, Chairman, Gandhi Peace Mission, Kerela graced the 

occasion as the Chief Guest. Prof. Bindu Puri, Chairperson, Centre for 

Philosophical School of Social Science, JNU, New Delhi was the keynote 

speaker and Prof. Pritam Singh, Visiting Scholar, Wolfson College, University 

of Oxford and Professor Emeritus, Oxford Brookes University, Oxford, UK 

delivered the distinguished guest lecture and the presidential address was 

delivered by Prof. Ronki Ram, Dean Social Sciences and Shaheed Bhagat 

Singh Chair Professor, Department of Political Science, PU. A host of 
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dignitaries partook in the colloquium including Shri H.R. Gandhar, Senior 

Governing Body Member, DAV College Managing Committee, New Delhi, Mr. 

Vijay Kumar, Regional Director, DAV Schools, Prof. Shivani Sharma, 

Chairperson, Department of Philosophy, PU, and Maj.Gen. I.P.Singh, Director, 

Mai Bhago Armed Forces Preparatory Institute, Mohali. 

In his address Prof. Radhakrishnan 

put forth various pertinent questions 

that confront the mankind on the 

150th birth anniversary of Mahatma 

including how seriously we, as a 

nation, have taken Gandhi after his 

death and an introspection into 

whether we are worthy of his ideas. 

Eulogizing Gandhian thinking and philosophy, he said that in today's world 

marred by hypocrisy, idiosyncrasy, consumerism, fear and violence, Gandhi 

provides operational tactics of translating love into action. Prof. Radhakrishnan 

urged the audience to discover the Gandhi within and expressed hope that the 

society that Gandhiji envisioned will become a reality one day due to the our 

sustained efforts. 

Delivering the keynote address, Prof. 

Bindu Puri termed pluralism and the 

resultant conflict as the biggest 

challenge of the contemporary times. 

She asserted that to meet this 

challenge, 'ahimsa' is of great 

relevance and further unpacked the 

complicated Gandhian idea of non-

violence that evolved from the racial, religious and colonial differences faced 

by him. While expressing admiration for Gandhi's ideas on environment and 

calling him a pioneer amongst his contemporaries in understanding nature-

human relationship, Prof. Pritam Singh opined that there are several layers of 

mystification around Gandhi that need to be critically evaluated. 
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Delivering the presidential address, 

Prof. Ronki Ram expressed 

admiration for Gandhi's ability to 

visualize the challenges of the times 

ahead including alienation, 

degradation of resources, violence 

and decline of moral values. He also 

credited Gandhi for developing a 

frame of values that could help in building an equitable society. 

 

In his concluding remarks, Shri H.R. 

Gandhar asserted that since Gandhiji 

practiced what he preached and 

reconciled opposing ideologies, he can 

be a true role model for all mankind in 

the present times characterized by 

uncertainty, violence, volatility, 

ambiguity and fear. 

 

Principal Dr. Nisha Bhargava said 

that Mahatma Gandhi had incisive 

insights into the future of mankind 

and his universal doctrines 

concerning the economy, polity, 

spirituality, etc. hold immense 

relevance even today. She added 

that he was a great transformer and 

his ideas resonate in the modern world, like trusteeship in CSR and Swadeshi 

in Make in India. 

 

The valedictory function was presided over by Prof. M.L. Sharma, Department 

of Gandhian and Peace Studies, PU who gave away the certificates to over 

60 paper presenters. 
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Paper reading competition on Gandhi's autobiography 
5 October 2019 

 

The Political Science Department of 

Mehr Chand Mahajan DAV College 

for Women organized a paper 

reading competition on Mahatma 

Gandhi's autobiography 'The Story of 

My Experiments with Truth' to 

commemorate 150th Gandhi Jayanti. 

The competition saw enthusiastic 

participation of 35 contestants. A 

documentary showcasing the 

Gandhian ideology and its relevance 

to the present times was also shown 

on this occasion. The participants 

eloquently presented inspiring 

quotes and incidents from Gandhi's 

autobiography, reflecting the philosophy and various aspects of the 

personality of this great leader and shedding light on the lessons embedded in 

them for the mankind. 

 

Principal Dr.Nisha Bhargava hailed this initiative of Political Science 

Department as a befitting homage to the mass mobilizer who used only truth 

and non-violence to fight the mighty British empire. She added that Gandhiji's 

philosophy impressed people worldwide including historians and philosophers 

and as the world grapples with issues like hatred, injustice, violence and 

climate change, it is his philosophy that is contextual even today. 

 

The winners of the competition were: 

1st: Reetika (BA III) 

2nd: Ashwathi (BA III) 

3rd: Chandni (BA I) 

Consolation: Shreya (BA I) 
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The department of Gandhian and Peace Studies, Panjab University, the 

Department organized a preliminary round on 19th September 2019 for 

selecting students for Inter-College Competitive Exam on the autobiography of 

Mahatma Gandhi ‘My Experiments with Truth’. Out of 46 student participants, 

6 were shortlisted of the event held on 25th September 2019 in Panjab 

University. A student Mehr Chand Mahajan DAV College for Women Ms. 

Ashwathi (B.A III, Political Science Hons) won the second prize in the Inter-

College Competitive Exam. 
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