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Activity  : Campus Cleanliness Drive using Gandhi Chhadi -Phase I, Innovation for Waste 

collector (27 Dec 2021 to 31 Dec 2021) 

Date : 27 Dec 2021- 31 Dec 2021 

Organized by: Mehr Chand Mahajan DAV College for Women, Chandigarh in collaboration with 

Mahatma Gandhi National Council of Rural Education (MGNCRE), Ministry of Education, GOI. 

Convenor and Principal: Dr. Nisha Bhargava 

Chairman (MGNCRE): Dr. W G Prasanna Kumar 

Coordinators: Dr.Suman Mahajan, Dr. Vandana Sharma and Dr.Sandeep Kaur  

Student participation: 50 students volunteers (Find list attached in Annexure-I)  

Objectives :  

• To imbibe the concept of cleanliness and waste segregation among students, staff and 

cleanliness helpers through the use of an innovative patented tool named as Gandhi Chhadi. 

• To generate awareness and demonstrate the use of such innovative and unique rag picker 

tool by the cleanliness staff. 

• To motivate the regular use of waste collector tool for effective segregation on daily basis 

for strengthen the concept of 3R’s and turning waste into some useful items. 

Brief Report: 

Mehr Chand Mahajan DAV College for Women has always been the forerunner in contributing 

towards the Swachhta mission and has been working proactively in this direction. Committed to 

the cause of ‘Swachhta’, the college has undertaken a slew of initiatives inside the campus as well 

as at the community level including its adopted villages. The college has initiated unique 

innovative and scientific methods for managing solid and liquid waste thus deciphering the value 

of waste. The college has been pioneer in setting up the Biogas plant, Composting units and 

Vermin-compost units converting food waste and green waste into biofuel and high value manure. 

Further, college is actively involved in pursuing and executing research endeavors focused on 

utilization of domestic and green waste into mushroom cultivation, taking research on topics of 

environment sustainability, plastic degradation, bioplastic formation etc. College has set up in- 
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house Sewage treatment plant (STP) for recycling the tertiary treated water thus boosting the 

concept of waste conservation and effective liquid waste management. In addition to this, the 

college has accelerated the pace of realization of its green campus and sustainability mission 

through organizing frequent plantation drives, installation of solar lighting panels , rain water 

harvesting system , setting up of real-time air quality monitoring system, waste segregation by 

installation and emphasizing correct use of blue and green dustbins within the campus, 

discouraging use of plastics, consistent sensitization programs organized on sanitation, hygiene 

and cleanliness in campus as well as nearby villages i.e  Bhadheri, Butrella, Kishangarh etc. 

Further strengthening the concept of waste segregation, cleanliness and hygiene among society 

and young minds, college took up the Innovative waste collection initiative –Phase I (27 Dec 2021 

– 31 Dec 2021) through use of a dignified patented tool referred as “Gandhi Chhadi”. This 

innovative pricker, recognized by Ministry of Urban Development, provides a dignified and easy 

way of collecting plastic, paper and similar waste at without touching the waste and in standing 

posture, without any need to constantly bend. This serves the biggest advantage of being a safe rag 

pricker tool allowing the user to be able to pick the waste with minimal exposure to infection 

causing agents and hazardous bacteria. 

In this direction, the Swachhta Committee of the College in collaboration with Mahatma Gandhi 

National Council of Rural Education (MGNCRE), Ministry of Education, Government of India, 

organized various Campus Cleanliness Drives using Gandhi Chhadi under the Innovation for 

Waste Collector initiative- Phase-I. The drive was inaugurated by honorable Chief Guest - Shri 

H.R. Gandhar, Vice-president, DAV College Managing Committee and our worthy principal 

madam Dr. Nisha Bhargava as they stressed on the need to imbibe the habits of cleanliness and 

hygiene in one’s life. For this, the college made a total of ten such Gandhi Chhadi tools and further 

staff, students, safai karamchari and housekeeping personnel were made aware about this 

technology while demonstrating the process of using it for maximum waste collection. The 

committee members along with active participation of student volunteers (Annexure-I) 

demonstrated the correct operation of Gandhi Chhadi to the cleanliness staff and motivated to use 

it on a daily basis in the campus. 

Quantity of Waste collected (27 Dec 20201- 31 Dec 2021) : 13-15 Kg (dry waste) 

http://swachhindia.ndtv.com/tag/plastic-waste/
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Quantity of Waste recycled and reused: The waste segregated and collected during Phase-I 

Innovation Collection Initiative while using Gandhi Chhadi was further recycled and reused for 

different purposes thus deciphering the value of waste. This is delineated below : 

• The paper waste such as paper cardboards, paper cups, newspapers, paper plates etc  was 

converted into decorative and useful items for daily use by the faculty and students of fine 

arts and other departments (as seen in Fig.1 below). 

 

Fig.1 : Paper waste converted into decorative items and items of daily use  
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• Apart from this , the waste i.e cardboards, paper cups, wooden spoons, paper plates are 

also used as substrates for feeding into the vermicompost units.These waste materilas are 

first shredded into smaller size and then hard carboard or thick paper is moistened by 

soaking in water. Finally, the pretreated waste is dumped into the vermicompost units for 

undergoing the process of organic decomposition process utilising earthworms called 

vermicomposting. This turns the waste into high quality Vermicompost used as soil 

conditioner and manure. 

 

 

Fig.2  : Conversion of Paper cardboard, paper cups, wooden spoons, paper cartons, 

paper plates as substrate for Vermicomposting thus converting into high quality 

manure (Vermicompost) 
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Fig.: Housekeeping staff and cleaning staff using Gandhi Chhadi for waste 

collection and segregation 

Multiple waste collection in 

one go without hand touching 

– Power of Gandhi Chhadi 
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Annexure-I : List of Students participated  

1. Shruti  

2. Kanika  

3.  Khushi  

4.  Shivani  

5.  Aishita  

6.  Vaishnavi  

7.  Ashreya 

8.  Neha  

9.  Manpreet 

10.   Prerna 

11.   Dhruvika 

12.   Pallavi 

13.  Manpreet  

14.  Prerna  

15.  Pallavi  

16.  Jyotsana  

17.  Ramanjot  

18.  Komal  

19.  Shivani  

20.  Tamanna  

21.  Neetu  

22.  Geet Bhatia 

23.  Gurpreet  

24.  Vanni  

25.  Shubnam  

26.  Sejal  

27.  Harleen  

28.  Manvi  

29.  Samiksha  

30.   Fagun 

31.   Gauri 

32.   Surbhi Saini 

33.   Aditi Uppal 
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34.   Aditi Rana 

35.   Amritpreet  

36.    Ruchika 

37.    Palak 

38.   Nilakshi 

39.   Vrinda 

40.   Arzoo 

41.   Liza 

42.   Nitigya 

43.   Ishrat 

44.  Muskaan 

45.   Gopi 

46.  Asmita 

47.  Harpreet Kaur 

48.  Bhavneet 

49.  Sugam  

50.  Kanika 

 

 


